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MANUAI.E l)t SEMKJOTICA DKI.I.K Mai.attik Micntai.i. 
By Prof. E. Morselli. Vol. II. Esatne psicologico 
degli alienati. Milano, 1894. Dr. Francesco Val 
lardi, Publisher. 


This excellent book is distilled as a guide for the diagnosis of insan¬ 
ity. The second part, that is the volume before us, has for its subject, 
the psychological examination of the insane. 

We admire in this book the brilliancy of ideas, the clear representation 
of facts, the logic of interpretation and deduction, the exactness of elabo¬ 
ration of all data. The arrangement of the text seemed an especially 
difficult task of which the author has acquitted himself very successfully. 
We cannot otherwise than wish that the book will be translated into the 
English language, and thus gain success in a larger circle of readers in this 
country. One objection that might be made is that the author goes a little 
too much into details and introduces too many new terms which, to one 
not very familiar with the subject makes its comprehension somewhat 
difficult. The detailed description—the volume contains S50 pages—is 
on the other hand an advantage if one desires exact information on 
special points. Besides, those paragraphs which serve to give more de¬ 
tailed explanations and illustrations of important data, are rendered in 
small print. 

The first part of the book begins with an introduction to the psycho¬ 
logical examination of the insane. It discusses the methods to be pur¬ 
sued in order to get the fullest knowledge obtainable of the patient’s 
mental condition. The information which we can gather by inspection, 
by interrogation, are here considered. The importance of material proofs, 
such as can be gained from writings of the patient, etc., is pointed out 
The great services which experimental psychological examination (after 
the methods of Kraepelin, Fecher, etc.) may render are called attention 
to. Then the anamnestic data obtainable from relatives, etc., of the pa¬ 
tient are considered. Finally the value of each individual method is dis¬ 
cussed. The author demonstrates very clearly with what tact and diplo¬ 
macy the personal interrogator}- of the patient has to be made in order 
to be successful. 

The third chapter treats on the synthetic semiotics. First the “ ex¬ 
pressions ” of the psychical states are discussed. The term “Expres¬ 
sion “ is conceived in a much larger sense than we commonly understand 
it. The author considers here: a. The general attitude of the body and 
the special positions and motions of the limbs ; b. Standing and gait ; 
c. Attitude and motility of the physiognomy; d. I’honation and articu¬ 
late speech ; e. Relations of action and reaction of the individual to his 
surroundings ; f. In a secondary manner, the mechanism of respiration 
and circulation. The “expression ’’ in the sense mentioned, is discussed 
in its relation to anatomy and morphology; its physiology, psvchologv 
and anthropology are minutely described. After this general lutroduc- 
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tion the author passes over to the description of the external aspect of 
the insane, of his language and of his behaviour. 

The language of the insane is very exhaustively treated and justly so; 
the author devotes 180 pages to this special subject. First the element¬ 
ary forms, mimic language (inch gesticulation) and phonation come 
under discussion, then the articulate language is considered. In speak¬ 
ing of the ontogenetic development of articulate language, Morselli 
demonstrates very clearly the manner in which the child learns to think 
and to speak. As this description is rather illustrative of the author’s 
point of view on the subject it shall be reproduced here: 

“ We see that in the child the faculty of thinking.that which we call in¬ 
telligence, develops pari passu with the faculty of speech. The words 
heard by it and gradually understood, are retained in the mnemonic cen¬ 
tres of the auditory images, then imitated by means of the vocal sounds. 
By practice those articulations which the child by means of its pho¬ 
netic attempts has found out to be useful for its relations with the sur¬ 
roundings, are transformed into habits, and they become organized within 
the mnemonic centres of the motor images into more and more easy sys¬ 
tems of articulatory motions, hater the reading, at least in the culti¬ 
vated classes, makes it learn other external symbols for the abbreviation 
of ideas; a new element, the impression of the words represented in 
alphabetic signs, becomes fixed in its turn in the mnemonic centres and 
adds to the material of thought. When the child afterwards learns also 
to write, a last series of impressions, those derived from the motions of 
writing, is deposited in the kimesthetic centres. In the end the child 
cannot think otherwise but bv speaking and in a certain way also read¬ 
ing internally (internal language), nor can it any more express its own 
states of consciousness and make itself understood except by the repro¬ 
duction of the sounds and graphic signs of words (external language). 

The second part of the book treats on the elementary disturbances of 
the psyche ( Semiotica analytics). It would lead too far to enterinto a 
detailed account of the contents of this part. The purpose was to give a 
general idea of the tenor of the book. We may add yet, that the latter 
contains a considerable number of good illustrations. Those at the end 
of the book illnstrating the impression in various mental disseases are es¬ 
pecially fine. ONUF. 


LEITKADEN I)EK PlI YSIOl.OGISCIi KN PSYCIIOLOGIE IN 

Funezeiin Vori.esungen. By Prof. Dr. Th. Ziehen. 
Third edition. Jena 1896. Gustav Fischer, Pub 
lisher. 

This book was destined originally for the alienist, but has been so 
changed in its form as to adapt it to the necessities both of the physician 
and the naturalist. 

As it may be assumed, that the book which appears now in its third 
edition, is known to a large circle of American alienists and neurologists, 
a lengthy review seems unnecessary. It may, however, be appropriate to 
((note some passages which illustrate the author’s position. 

In the preface Ziehen remarks, that the teachings brought forth by 
him differ much from Wundt’s apperception doctrine, so dominating in 
Germany, and lean closely towards the so-called association psychology 
of the English. This book demonstrates that all psychological phe¬ 
nomena mav be explained without adducing the aid of a special theoreti¬ 
cal factor, tile so-called apperception for their interpretation. 

As rather characteristic of the author's point of view we further 



